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A

s homeowners throughout the Greater
Hartford region can attest, Connecticut

iz home to a multitude of talented and

4
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yo
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e experienced interior desipners, In projects

large and small, these designers guide clients through the
sometimes laborious and confusing process of decorating
a home, whether it's a remodel or new construction,

This abuneance of talent was
part of the motivation behind
slaging a recent event that
showeased 13 designers from
aeross the state, allowing local
fenidlenia to view aome of thelr
most creative room and garden
designs in o single location,

The irst-ever "Design Spaces and
Market Places” fundraiser, held i1
thi formaer Fuartiord Rubbor Worksa
Plant on Park Street, benefited
Rebuilding Topether Tarttord
and the Hartlord Preservation
Alllance, “The reason we did this,
along with helping a pood caude,
i3 to showease that Hurtford does

heve o present und thriving design
community,” sald Richard Ot
HPA board president and owner
of Richard Ott Interior Spaces,
HPA board mermber and
designer Marianne Donahue said
those taking part in the eveni
iNugtiated the importance of one
of dealgn's key factors: color. Gool
design must pay attention to
the arehitecture of i home, she
noted, “and the colors that are
ineorporated help solldify that”
In fact, an entire section
of psychology locuses on the
emotionnl effects of color, Blues
and livenders have been found

ta ‘ﬁfﬂt‘r‘lﬂltt peace and tmnquml.y.
Redd, on the other hand, has been
shown Lo stimulate blood flow,
thm‘k?b}’ mCNﬂﬂmH ENcrgy a nl
excitement. 1% it any wonder, then,
that the besl interion ::Ir-:;lgru*m
focius on color as much as the
lines and conlours of g space?
The preclse wae of color, as
interior designers Nan Wheeler,
Sharon MeCotmick, Cynthia
Hernandez, Keathi McCue and
Eynthi:l Kranz well know, {2 key
Lo creating the right amblance
i1 any home interior, Read on to
ses how thege [lve area designers
vaed that knowledge to create
their own show-slopping dedign
#paces for this suceessful event,

NAN WHEELER

Man Whaeeler Interion

47 [ultan Place, West Hartfard
(i) 2410116
manwheelernlorion,com

“Show Your True Colors” was the

Uitle of the room display created
by Nan Wheeler, of Nan Wheeler



Interiors in West Hartford. Mot just
a Litle, it is also a motlo Whesler
lives by, "Classic and vibrant
cancoexist People shouldn't

be afraid of color. You should

have fun in a space, and color

is one way of providing beauty
aswell as energy,” she says.

An example of incorporating
high energy into an otherwise
more classic and formal space
would be an accent wall, such
as the ane found in ker show
space. Two of the three walls are
a placating neutral, and a sofa is
also in 2 neutral shade of the cream
famuily. A soft, original pastel by
Wolf Kahn lends a peaceful note
to the room. A vintage-mirrored
sidehoard ourean helps finish oft
the simple, traditional furnishings.

The main focal peint,
conlrasting all other décor isa
French wallpaper in a2 vibrant
hue of rich magenta pink, with
an energetic floral pattern, “This
lock may be too bold for some,”
admits Wheeler, “but Tused it to
show that you can mix things

up. Design a space arcund a
focal point that reflects yon
and you'll always smila”

SHARON McoCORMICK

Sharon MeCormick Design, LLC

40 Wsin Steeel, Diurtham

[BG0) 3401340
sharonmcoanmickdesign corr

Whereas calor in & space can maks
a person feel joyful, it can also

be the tool in creating a sense

of luxury. Through her use of a
silver, gold, champagne, and pearl
color palette, Sharon McCormick,
of Sharon McCermick Design,
LLC in Durham, elevates a living
room to a lofty, yet attainable
and comfortable, status.

Starting with the rich, hand
printed wallpaper in champagne,
dotted with pearls, and following
to the draperies with silver
melallic thread sewn in, thers
is a high-society presence to the
room. However, the placement
and use of these colors are
what make the room inviting.

“The black velvel settee has
been modernized with the use

A black-and-white dning reom
by Cynthia Mason lnteddors o e
on the terplay of communication.

Above. Richard Ott Irteriors couples
chean lines and baid, solid colors to
marry industrial with inviting

Right: Surmmer romance continually
bloorre in this fivi E.u:-.l"l!r_'.'
Barbara Chester Designs,

Far right: Nan Wheeler's wibrant
colors add a \.|-l.n| of wearmth
to & coay sitling rocm,

of pewter nail heads, rather
than the traditional brass,” she
says. "Things like the pewler nail
heads, or the three-dimensional
wallpaper, or the gold wash o
the silver mirrors make this
transitional instead of traditional.”
“The key," she says, "is to
break the rules. Wha says silver
and gold can't work together?
it's all about introducing the
right accesseries.” Metallic
pomegranates charmingly rest
on a side table Upon closer
inspection, it's discoversd they
are zalt and pepper shakers from
Lux Bond & Greer. I chose them
because they would work with
my color theme. Being creative is
what gives characier to aroom.

CYNTHIA HERNANDEZ

Cymthia Mazon Interiors

Ak Mountain Boad, Farmington

[B60} B3E-14519

cynthiamatoninteriors.com

Transition and movement are
captured in the dining room space
cesigned by Cynthia Hernandez
of Cynthia Mason Interions in



Farmington. To elicif a sense

of movernent encircling a
sturdy structure —the dining
table - Hernandez opied fora
black and white color scheme,
with green as an accent color. °1
want this space to represent
the interconnectedness of our
lives, With social networking
sites and wireless technology,
we are constantly interacting
with others, But it's when we
actually sit down to talk and
eat with our friends and family
that connection happens.

I'his space is highlighting
these two aspects.”

Not typical of her usual
styling, this very modern room
design features curved green
panton chairs dating to the
1950, seated around a dark
table. The table itself utilizes
place settings and a centerpiece
in hlack, brown and white,
with green artichokes acling as
the earthy, floral element —a
symbolic connection to nature,
and not our wired society. The

KEATHA McCUE and

walls are painted in non-uniform,

horizontal black and white E""::Tlizl K;EANE
stripes, with t.he- u'.lh:te. space = w:ft o e,
irttended for literal writing on (850) 6787180

the wall. “It's a playful idea,” said gahwaystallardEmsn.com

The starkest of all colors —white
= can create a sense of ease and

Hernandez. "On Facebook , we
have wall posts whers we leave
notes for our friends. Why not tranguility in an airy conservatm
actually have a friend write a Maother-daughter team Keatha
permanent note on your real wall?”  McCue and Cynthia Kranz of
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Galway Stallard in Avon atrove
to éreale o balanced, calm
desipn space thal offer o reapite
from our demanding world

“yye ke thinga to be simple

and classie” nays Kranz,
"Monochromatic works o long

g you findsh {1 Layer itup with
pice décor or heautiful thing, and
It Beeames a very entertaining

Righ jawal tanes and
toxtures artfully display
the comfarks of inodediity
with the usiifiaiis ditaile
af ,||'||||:|u“!,|_ Iy Mailanine
Panahie of 1 Maiminoun
Crlinital Rug Gallery.

apee " The miltrored und {brreel-
oik breakfront (6 an practicol
i 1 is benutiful, stnee it can be
biraken down into three pleces of
furniture, Sunbrella-upholatered
white linen gettess and o painted
carved table nocemorized with
mercury glogs immerse the viewer
in shades of éream dnd white,
producing n feeling of calm, with a
wubitle yel energetic underourrent,
"Texture,” shi explaling, "i8
what draws o person into n
pieutral room " Mere, texture plays
in evary detall of the gpace. By
dressing the Tloer up with white
prbble tiles (nstead of a flal
white s lice, Uhe posslbility of
monachrome slipping into boting
i immedintely broken, "Always
refer ta your (loar as the fifth
wall" suggeats Kranz, "Floors
play o huge faetor in deaign. They,
toa, can net ns n focal point” M



